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being successfully accomplished by the new, but so far
experimental, Conciliation Boards.

(xi) The agriculturist has forfeited much sympathy by
his thriftless ways and bad methods of farming. When he
received special treatment, as in the Alienation of Land
Act, he should have made it a point of honour to work hard,
to be thrifty and careful, to use his brains to learn better
methods and so to get the best out of the land and thereby
to justify the granting to him of such favours. This he
never did ; not only has he never as a class tried to improve
his ways, but till recently he was often apathetic to the
efforts of Government to make him try out new methods
of farming, living and doing business. If therefore he is
helped now, he must agree to open his mind, accept advice
and consent to learn the gospel of thrift, wise saving, and
wise spending, and to practise better farming, better living,
and better marketing. Otherwise we are wasting our time
trying to help him, as he will only be in a worse mess again
in a few years' time.

The debtors have no real desire to become and to remain
free of debt,1 and if their debts were all removed today,
they would begin getting into debt again the first thing
tomorrow morning ! At the same time there is a vague
stirring within the zemindars which in time, particularly
if they are well taught and well led, will bring them to
desire to get rid of debt in order to raise their standard of
living and become economically independent. This the
capitalist must encourage and adapt himself to, as economic
independence is quite compatible with sound banking;
in fact sound banking is impossible without economically
independent borrowers.

If we can solve the present problem and restart rural

1 See p. 4.